
Shakamak State Park 
6265 West State Road 48 

Jasonville, IN 47843 
Interpretive Naturalists:   

Erin M. Brackney and Dinah Fuller 
 

 

HOURS: 12-4 p.m. WED thru SUN 
July 19th and 27th, the NC will be closed for Interpretive In-

Services. We’re learning to serve you better! 
The Park Patch Program will be offered Wed thru Sun at 1p.m. 

It is highly suggested that children, under the age of 12, be 
accompanied by an adult to programs. 

  
Saturday, July 1st: 
10:30 a.m. –   FishIN Fun!  Meet the Naturalist at the Lake Kickapoo Boat Dock, just down the hill 
from the old boat rental house, for an hour of fishing fun.  We’ll learn how to bait our hooks, cast, and 
identify the fish we catch.  Children only please.  Bring your own bait and poles if you have them.  I 
have a VERY limited quantity. 
1:00 p.m. – Park Patch Program Hour: Come to the Nature Center to find out the requirements for 
becoming  a Smokey’s Friend (5-7 years old), Jr. Naturalist (8 years old and up), and Hoosier 
Ecologist (Jr. Naturalist Graduates).  Or continue working on your special projects or identification 
quizzes.  We meet one hour everyday to get you started or help you as you are working along.  No 
groups plese. 
 3:00 p.m. –  A Fish to Keep!   Bring a clean t-shirt to the Nature Center to do a fish print! 
 
Sunday, July 2nd: 
9:30 a.m. -- Birding Basics:  Stop by the NC to go on a short hike and learn some of the basics to 
bird identification.   
11:00 a.m. –  Nature’s Basketry: Learn about invasive plants and how they can be used to make 
practical and creative baskets.  Meet us in front of the Nature Center.  
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details.  
3:00 p.m. –  Nature Games: Fun games with a wild twist.  Great for the whole family, meet us on the hill 
in front of the pool.  
 



 
 
 
 
Wednesday, July 5th: 
10:30 a.m. – Tree Shirts!  Bring a clean white t-shirt, or a piece of white cloth, to decorate with your 
very own leaf print!  We’ll make our shirts come to life with some paint and leaves from nature.  We’ll also 
talk about some other facts of these food factories of the forest.   
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details.  
3:00 p.m. --Tree I.D. Hike:  Need to brush up on your tree identification skills?  Then join the 
Naturalist for a short-hike and some easy-to-remember tips! 
 
Thursday, July 6th: 
9:30 a.m. –  Wildflower Walk:  Meet at the Nature Center and join the Naturalists for a leisurely walk 
and an opportunity to identify and sketch wildflowers.  Pencil and paper will be provided. 
1:00 p.m. -- PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
 
Friday, July 7th:   
10:30 a.m. – Solar Prints:  Meet at the Nature Center and be ready for a short hike.  After the hike 
we’ll return to the Nature Center to make some unique artwork…with help from the SUN!  
1:00 p.m. – PPP: See Saturday, July 1, for details.  
3:00 p.m. –  Solar Power!  Meet on the hill across from the swimming pool and help lift an 80 foot solar 
balloon.  
9:00 p.m.  – NIGHT HIKE!  Join the Naturalist at the NC to take off on a SENSING THE 
NIGHT HIKE.  We’ll explore all five of our senses…in the dark!  Please, DO NOT bring 
flashlights!  Thank you! 
 
Saturday, July 8th: 
10:30 a.m. -- Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle!  Come to the NC to learn the importance of sustainability.  
We’ll also show you some fun ways to reuse your everyday trash.  For example, we’ll make a 
hummingbird feeder from an empty 20 0z plastic bottle!  Bring your own bottles if you have them, if not, 
we have a limited quantity 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  It’s Hammer Time!  Come to the Nature Center to take out some frustration and do 
Hammered Flower Prints!   
 
Sunday, July 9th: 
10:30 a.m. --  Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist at the Saddle Barn. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP: See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. – For the Birds:  Meet at the Nature Center to make your very own birdfeeder to take home 
or hang at your campsite! 



 
Wednesday, July 12th: 
10:30 a.m. – Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist on Trail 4. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. -- Masked Bandits:  Come to the NC to learn more about these mammals that are native to 
North America only, and learn what you can do to prevent them from becoming a nuisance at your 
campsite!  We’ll make a fun raccoon puppet for you to take home!  Great for children! 
   
Thursday, July 13th: 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. --  Bat Mobiles!  Come to the nature center to learn about bats and make a fun craft! 
 
 Friday, July 14th: 
10:30 a.m. -- Let’s Take a Hike!  Find the Naturalist at the beginning of Trail 3, across from the 
Saddle Barn.  We’ll stop along the way to talk about the History of Shakamak, Tree Identification, 
Wildflowers, and Nature’s Recycling Process. Great for older children and adults. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m.  --  Leaf Printing  Come to the NC to take part in this fun activity!  We’ll learn some basics to 
tree identification based on leaf size and shape as well as vein patterns.  This is great for children! 
 
Saturday, July 15th : 
10:30 a.m. –  Wetland Wander:  Meet the Naturalist at the Wetland area, just past the group camp 
about .5 mile roughly, to discuss what exactly a “wetland” is, what their functions are, and why they are 
important. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  Terrific Turtles!  Come to the Nature Center and take a look at our turtles and learn all 
about them!   
 
Sunday, July 16th: 
9:30 a.m. –  Birding Basics:  Stop by the NC to go on a short hike and learn some of the basics to 
bird identification.   
10:30 a.m. – Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist on Trail 1. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. --  Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle!  Come to the NC to learn the importance of sustainability.  
We’ll also show you some fun ways to reuse your everyday trash.  For example, we’ll make a 
hummingbird feeder from an empty 20 0z plastic bottle!  Bring your own bottles if you have them, if not, 
we have a limited quantity 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, July 19th: 
NATURE CENTER CLOSED TODAY:  The Naturalists are attending an Interpretive 
In-Service at Ft. Harrison State Park this afternoon so that we can learn to serve you better.  We will 
be back tomorrow, so be sure to stop by! 
 
Thursday, July 20th: 
10:30 a.m. – Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist in the Campground.   
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. – Wildflower Walk:  Meet at the Nature Center and join the Naturalists for a leisurely walk 
and an opportunity to identify and sketch wildflowers.  Pencil and paper will be provided.  
8:00 p.m. –  BOAT HIKE!  Hit the water with the Naturalists for an evening excursion and an 
opportunity to learn about Shakamak’s beautiful lakes.  Small children MUST be accompanied by 
an adult at all times.  We have a limited number of boats, so please plan early!   
 
Friday, July 21st:   
10:30 a.m. – Likin’ Those Lichens!  Come learn about what these unique plants reveal as we hike along 
Lake Shakamak.  Meet at the Nature Center and bring a water bottle!  
1:00 p.m. – PPP: See Saturday, July 1, for details.  
3:00 p.m. – Enviroscopes!  A Make and Take Program.  Look at the world with kaleidoscopic eyes as 
you make your very own kaleidoscope from natural and recycled materials.  Meet at the NC.  
 
Saturday, July 22nd: 
10:30 a.m. –  Bat Mobiles!  Meet at West Shelter to talk about, and maybe even see, bats!  We’ll 
make a fun craft for you to take home! 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  Let’s Play a Nature Game!  Meet on the hill in front of the pool to play a fun game and 
learn about bats and how they use echolocation to find their food!   
 
Sunday, July 23rd: 
9:30 a.m. –  Birding Basics:  Stop by the NC to go on a short hike and learn some of the basics to 
bird identification.   
10:30 a.m. – Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist in the Campground. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  Leaf Prints:  Come to the NC to take part in a fun activity and learn some easy ways to 
identify trees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, July 26th: 
10:30 a.m. – Roving Naturalist:  Look for the Naturalist on Trail 3. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP: See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. -- Masked Bandits:  Come to the NC to learn more about these mammals that are native to 
North America only, and learn what you can do to prevent them from becoming a nuisance at your 
campsite!  We’ll make a fun raccoon puppet for you to take home!  Great for children! 
 
Thursday, July 27th:  
NATURE CENTER CLOSED TODAY:  The Naturalists are attending an Interpretive 
In-Service this afternoon at Potato Creek State Park so that we can learn to serve you better.  We 
will be back tomorrow, so be sure to stop by! 
 
Friday, July 28th: 
10:30 a.m. –  Let’s Take a Hike!  Find the Naturalist at the beginning of Trail 2, not far from the Log 
Cabin.  We’ll stop along the way to talk about the History of Shakamak, Tree Identification, 
Wildflowers, and Nature’s Recycling Process. Great for older children and adults. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  Bat Mobiles!  Come to the nature center to learn about bats and make a fun craft! 
 
Saturday, July 29th: 
10:30 a.m. –  Wildflower Walk:  Meet at the Nature Center and join the Naturalists for a leisurely walk 
and an opportunity to identify and sketch wildflowers.  Pencil and paper will be provided. 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  Emerald Ash Borer Awareness!  Come to the NC to watch a short video on this exotic 
pest and learn what you can do to help prevent it from spreading any further.   
 
Sunday, July 30th: 
10:30 a.m. --  Tree I.D. Hike:  Need to brush up on your tree identification skills?  Then join the 
Naturalist for a short-hike and some easy-to-remember tips! 
1:00 p.m. – PPP:  See Saturday, July 1, for details. 
3:00 p.m. –  TREE SHIRTS!  Bring a clean white t-shirt, or a piece of white cloth, to decorate with 
your very own leaf print!  We’ll make our shirts come to life with some paint and leaves from nature.  
We’ll also talk about some other facts of these food factories of the forest.   


